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“Why ‘Christian’ was Coined”      Text – Acts 11:19-26       OT Reading – Psalm 133

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Each of us knows that in English, we call paper money ‘dollars’ and metal money ‘cents’ or ‘coins.’  
Well, the name ‘coin’ actually comes from the way that metal money used to be made.  
A blank piece of metal was stamped with a wedge shaped die that imprinted it with the markings of a penny or a ten cent piece or whatever size and amount was desired.  
Well, that wedge shaped die that stamped the blank metal was called a coin.  
And because of that, what the coin produced came to be known as coins.
And this term goes all the way back to the 1300’s.

Well, borrowing from this process, in the 1500’s, people began to speak of the way that words or phrases were invented as ‘coining.’  

William Shakespeare is well known as one who ‘coined’ words and phrases for his plays.  

Eventually then, the expression, ‘to coin a phrase,’ came to be the common way that you would describe what someone had done when they invented a new word or group of words.  
One of the earliest known examples of this is found in a Wisconsin newspaper where a news report reads, “Had we to find... a name which should at once convey the enthusiasm of our feelings towards her, we would coin a phrase combining the extreme of admiration and horror and term her the Angel of Assassination.”
Well, this word-history  is given because we have an example of this that occurs in the text today – a new word is coined.  
Someone or some people, having observed the believers in Antioch, invent a new word to describe them – ‘Christians.’ 
As Luke says in v26, “The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”  
And most likely the coiners of that word were the unbelieving Gentiles of Antioch.
So, we want to see, today, why the name, ‘Christian,’ was coined.  
· We want to see the circumstances that lead to the believers being described like this.  
And of course, we want to see what this means for us in terms of encouragement and exhortation, especially as we look forward to sitting around the Lord’s Supper table.
And so, we will see that the name, ‘Christian,’ was coined, firstly because of promiscuous preaching, secondly because of ecclesiastical encouragement, and thirdly because of realistic recruitment.
So we begin then, with vv19-21, and promiscuous preaching.

1. Congregation, at the beginning of Acts, you pretty much have just the 11 disciples as the NT church.  But when the Book of Acts ends, we read these words about the Apostle Paul who is in far off Rome, “Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.”  And so, the prediction of Jesus, made 30 years ago and recorded all the way back in 1:8, about the gospel going out from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth has been fulfilled.  There are now believers in Rome and North Africa, which was, at that time, the ‘ends of the earth.’  And, as we know, that was just the beginning of the continuing spread of the gospel around the globe.   
a. Well, as we have seen in recent weeks, Peter’s meeting with Cornelius was what we called the Bible’s Berlin Wall moment.  It was there in Caesarea that the barrier between Jew and Gentile was broken down.  Now, the Gentiles also are to receive the good news of Jesus Christ.
b. And so, here with the end of ch. 11 and through into ch. 12, Luke provides what may be described as the spring-board to the launch of large scale Gentile missions.  
i. Some of you will have seen the diving at the Olympics.  While some divers just fall off a fixed platform, others launch into the air off a spring-board.  And it is that spring-board that propels them up.  
A. Well, the series of events described from here to the end of ch. 12 are the spring-board that what will launch Paul and Barnabas into their missionary trips, which will be the focus of the rest of the book.
c. Verse 19, then, returns us to the beginning of ch. 8 where we were told about the Jews being forced to flee from Jerusalem because of the persecution that broke out there after Stephen’s execution.  And we were told there that “those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.”  
i. Well, this continues as we read of some sharing the good news of Jesus but only with the Jews that they came into contact with in these cities.  
A. They would have located the synagogues in those towns and used various opportunities to share the gospel.  
B. And, in keeping with this period of church history, the gospel consistently goes first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles.  Even Paul follows this order.  
ii. Others, however, Luke explains, “men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.”  
A. Now, Antioch was the third most important city of the Roman Empire behind Rome itself and Constantinople.  
1) It was a cosmopolitan city, which means that people of many different cultures and origins lived there. 
2) It was also a city famous for its immorality and entertainments, which largely centred around the temple of Daphne.  
3) It was situated beside the Orontes river, which flowed out from between two mountain ranges, and was about 30km from the Mediterranean coast.  
a) One commentator describes it as Las Vegas on the Orontes.

B. Now, Cyprus was not too far from Antioch  across the sea, but Cyrene was in North Africa.  So, why men of these two places, specifically, are the ones preaching here is not known.  
1) What we do know is that Jews from Cyrene were present when Peter preached his Pentecost sermon, Barnabas, whom we meet again in vv22-26, is from Cyprus, and Nicholas, one of the seven deacons appointed in Acts 6, was from Antioch.  
a) And so, travelling around was not an uncommon thing to do.

C. In addition, from around 160-180A.D., there exists an introduction to the Book of Luke that tells us that Luke himself was a native of Antioch.  
1) And if that is so, it may even be that this is the time when Luke himself was introduced to the gospel, but clearly Luke would be well placed to describe the things that happened in Antioch, himself. 

iii. Well, we are told that these men preached “the good news about the Lord Jesus.”  
A. And most of us, I am sure, will be familiar with the Parable of the Sower.  I am sure you boys and girls remember the story of the Sower who sows his seed and some of it falls on good ground and some on rocky ground, etc.  
1) Well, when you strip that parable down to its basic message, the point is sow promiscuously. 
a) And promiscuously means abundantly and widely and all over the place.

i) To sow promiscuously means, not one seed here and one seed there, but everywhere.  
b) Believers are not called be soil testers, but to be promiscuous sowers.  
i) We are not to try and figure out whether our neighbour or our workmate is likely to receive the gospel, we are just to preach the gospel.  The Lord take cares of the rest.  
A) The word preached will always accomplish the purpose that the Lord has for it as Isaiah 55 reveals.  
i. For some this will be the response of faith and for others it will be the response of rejection.  
ii) Our calling, though, is to preach, promiscuously.  
B. And this is exactly what happens here.  
1) These men of Cyprus and Cyrene are not ashamed of the gospel.  
a) They are confident that it will accomplish the Lord’s purposes.  
b) They know, now, that the Lord also wants Gentiles in the church.

c) And they know that only the gospel can bring pagan, immoral Gentiles to faith. 
C. And note the content of their message; they preach “the Lord Jesus.”
1) To Gentiles, it is the Lordship of Jesus that is proclaimed.  
a) And this means, as we see elsewhere in Acts, their message is that Jesus is the Creator of the world, Jesus is the Saviour of the world, and Jesus is the Judge of the world.  Therefore repent of your sins, believe in Him, and submit to His lordship.  
i) And that is the same gospel we must proclaim to Joe and Mary Kiwi: Jesus – Creator, Saviour, and Judge – Repent, believe, and submit.  
iv. But just in case we make the mistake of thinking that their strategy or their style produced converted gentiles, note the words of v21, “The Lord’s hand was with them and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.”  
A. It is the Holy Spirit who prepares the soil to receive the seed of the gospel.  

B. And it is the Holy Spirit who works the grace of faith in the Lord Jesus.  
C. If they had said every word they said and the Holy Spirit had not accompanied those words, they would have fallen on deaf ears.

D. But it is the Holy Spirit’s delight to use the gospel that comes from the mouth of you and I.  
1) Isn’t that remarkable!  Isn’t that exciting!  Isn’t that motivating!
And so, first and foremost, it is promiscuous preaching that leads to the name ‘Christian’ being coined.  Because the people of Antioch heard these people regularly speaking about Christ, they called them ‘Christians.’  

Secondly though, in vv22-24, we see that this comes about also because of                            ecclesiastical encouragement.  And the word ecclesiastical simply means ‘of the church.’
1. Some of you, I am sure, will be familiar with the story of the missionary, William Carey.  
a. William became very passionate about missions and came to see that the church of his time was really doing nothing in terms of overseas missions.  In fact, when he raised his beliefs at a minister’s meeting, another minister there said, “Young man, sit down; when God pleases to convert the heathen, he will do it without your aid and mine.”  
i. Well, thankfully, that retort was not enough to dampen Carey’s enthusiasm and because of his work he is now known as the father of modern missions.  
2. But sadly, that was not the first time, nor will it be the last time, that denominational committees or church leaders have poured cold water all over a believer’s enthusiasm.  All too often, gospel zeal can be stomped on by ecclesiastical discouragement. 
a. And the way v22 reads, it seems that Luke believed, humanly speaking, that this moment too could have been a disaster.  
i. Jerusalem, the mother church; the place where the Apostles were, hears about the gospel fire that has been lit in Antioch, a Roman city, among Gentile converts, no less.  
A. How easy it would have been for jealousy or small-mindedness to win the day and some order to cease and desist until some book of rules about church-planting was put together.  
B. How easy it would have been for those in Jerusalem to say, “Who cares what’s happening in Antioch.  We have enough problems of our own to worry about.”  
b. Instead, however, a trust in the Lord and a generous wisdom prevails in this picture of ecclesiastical encouragement.  
i. We commented in earlier Acts’ sermons on how a great many converts = lots of opportunity for grief.  
A. 3000 were converted in one day in Jerusalem.  And we said then that 3000 baby Christians means 3000 accidents waiting to happen.  
ii. Well, Jerusalem has been through this and knows that there will be great need for teaching and encouragement and reconciliation there in Antioch as ‘great numbers of people are brought to the Lord.’  
A. And so, the perfect choice for demonstrating brotherly concern and assisting this new church is made as Barnabas is sent to Antioch.  
1) Barnabas, as we noted before, was also from Cyprus.  And so, perhaps he knew some of those who had been preaching in Antioch.  
2) And Barnabas, you will recall, was known as an encourager. 
iii. And Luke recognizing the wisdom of sending Barnabas speaks of him as a “good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith.”  
3. Now, these people here in Antioch were pagan converts.  We can well guess just how much about their old pagan lives that needed changing.  Marital relationships, parental responsibilities, moral standards, religious traditions, these and many things like them all needed addressing.  In addition, the church needed organizing and structures.  But note what Luke focuses on in v22, “When [Barnabas] arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.”  
a. And there is a lesson in this for us all, whether we be parents, elders, or church planters.  The first thing, the most important thing that Barnabas looked for in these people was things like love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, kindness and self-control.  
i. Why?  Because then he knew that the Holy Spirit was there!  
A. You see, where these things are, Jesus Christ lives and reigns.  
B. Where these things are, the rest can and will follow.  
C. Where these things are, you can then speak about Christian living and catechism curricula.  
ii. Think for example about the church of Ephesus, as described in Revelation 2. For there we see the opposite of this.  
A. There was a church that had all of its theological ducks in a row and high standards of holiness and the best catechism teachers.  But what does Christ say to them?  “I have this against you, you have lost your first love.”  
iii. The well known Scottish preacher, Alexander Maclaren said, “Many of us are so busy thinking about Christianity that we have lost our hold of Christ.”
iv. Thankfully though, that was not the case with these believers.  Barnabas saw the evidence of grace – a love of Christ and His people as seen in the fruits of the Spirit.
b. Recently our church was visited by brothers from the Dunedin church.  

i. And they wanted to know if we were storing our records in a safe place and how we go about electing elders and deacons and 76 other questions from the questionnaire that we use for these visits.
A. And these questions are all important.
ii. But the chief question that is in and around all of those questions is do the members of Dovedale Reformed Church evidence the grace of God?  
A. And before you start to think about whether he or she does or does not, let’s each of us ask this of ourselves.  
1) Is my first love, Jesus Christ, evident in what I say and do?
It was so with these believers.  And this too, then, was why the name ‘Christian’ was coined.  

Thirdly though, in vv22-24, we see that this comes about also because of a realistic recruitment.

1. As the church continues to grow, Barnabas goes to Tarsus to look for Saul, finds him, and brings him back to Antioch.  And there, the two of them teach these new believers for a whole year.
a. Now, it has been around ten years since Saul arrived back in Tarsus.  Perhaps Barnabas has kept in touch and is aware of what Saul has been busy with in Tarsus.  Or perhaps he recalls what he saw of Saul’s gifts all that time ago when he introduced him to the apostles in Jerusalem.  Whatever the case Barnabas calls on Saul to help in Antioch.

b. And as we think about this, consider Barnabas.  
i. Barnabas, for all intents and purposes, seems to be functioning as the Senior Pastor of FMCA or First Mega Church of Antioch.  
A. If they have a building, Barnabas has the corner office with the view.  
ii. And so, at the moment, FMCA is all about Barnabas.  This is his flock.  
A. And after Saul arrives, if you look down at v30, when they take the gift to Jerusalem, notice it is Barnabas and Saul.  And then, in 13:2, as they head off for the first missionary journey, again, Barnabas and Saul.  
B. But then, down in 13:13, it is Paul and his companions.  And in v42, it is Paul and Barnabas.  And it continues like this until, pretty soon, it is just Paul as Barnabas disappears from the Bible headlines.
iii. Now, there is always the danger of over psycho-analyzing what people were thinking in accounts like this one.  And this is an unhelpful thing to do, because we are simply not told what Barnabas was thinking.  What is clear though is that Barnabas was a godly, Spirit-filled, good man.  Luke tells us so.  And its is also clear that Barnabas recognized that what FMCA needed most was teaching.  
A. And so, either overcome with having to perform so many baptisms and Bible studies and book-reviews, he goes to Saul for help, or, recognizing that Saul’s unique gifts and calling could accomplish what he, Barnabas, could not, or for both reasons, Barnabas seeks Saul.  
B. And he does so, people of God, perhaps even knowing that sooner or later Saul would get the corner office.  
iv. But he returns and the two then begin their work in Antioch.  And what a dynamic partnership they must have been.  
A. Barnabas – the sensitive, empathetic, gracious one, and Saul – the brilliant, razor sharp, lawyer intellect, teacher.  
B. And with the Holy Spirit using their gifts, we read about ‘great numbers’ being taught.
v. And so, for those in positions of leadership, we see here an extraordinary example of godly humility.  
A. Barnabas was not concerned about his patch or his position.  
B. Barnabas was concerned with whatever and whomever could best be used of the Lord to bless His people.  
C. Barnabas was a man who looked for gifting that the Holy Spirit had given and could use to build up the people of Christ.  
vi. But note also what this account reveals about how the Lord uses the different gifts and abilities that He has given to His people for their good.  
A. And perhaps what occurs here in Antioch is in part why Paul will later write to the church in Rome and Corinth and Ephesus about the blessing that comes to the Lord’s people when they rejoice in each other’s gifts and callings, humbly making use of them for the sake of others. 
And so, it was promiscuous preaching, ecclesiastical encouragement, and a realistic recruitment that led to these believers being called Christians.  
   The gospel of Jesus as Lord was heard everywhere; 
   the love of Christ was seen in the way they cared for one another; 
  and the power of Jesus Christ was seen in the way they combined their gifts in the Lord’s service.
The great general, Alexander the Great once learned that one of his soldiers, who was known to be a coward, was also called Alexander.  Meeting him one day, Alexander asked, “Is your name Alexander and are you named after me?”  The trembling coward said, “Yes, sir.  My name is Alexander and I was named after you.”  “Then,” said the general, “be brave or change your name.”
Now, not one of us deserves to wear the name of Christ in public.  Our Lord Jesus would be well within His rights to call on us to either live as a Christian or to give back His name.  
But what lies before us on this table is a reminder that the real essence of the name, Christian, is not what you and I do but what God has done for us and in us through Jesus Christ.  
To be a Christian is to be one whose sins are forgiven.  
To be a Christian means to be one who knows the grace of God.

And if you know this, the gospel of Jesus as Lord will be heard fromy our lips, and the love of Jesus Christ will be seen in the way you care for other, and the power of Jesus Christ will be seen in the way you serve others.  Amen?  May Jesus Christ be praised.  
